
OFS Newsletter, May 2021  Page 1 

 

 

May, 2021 Issue  

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Newsletter 

 
Orientation to Initial Formation: 

Friday, May 28th at 7:00 pm 

at the Queen of Peace Friary: 

The Franciscan Journey,  

Chapter 3 Francis, Clare, Catholic Doctrine 

Candidate Formation:  

Friday, May 28th at 7:00 pm 

at the Queen of Peace Friary: 

The Franciscan Journey,  

Chapter 26 Universal Kinship 
 

Apostolates: See page 2 for more information. 

 
 Eileen Moore: 6/7 

Jeremiah Blume: 6/13 
Br. Joseph: 6/28 

Janie Carlson: 6/30 
 

Our newsletter is published monthly by: 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Helen Rush, OFS (651-644-6147)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Chuck Roach, OFS (612-801-8990) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp  
(651-675-9286) 

 

Fraternity meeting: 
 

First Friday: June 4th 

St. Columba’s Church next to the Friary 
(CDC and Archdiocese Guidelines are followed: 

masks strongly encouraged, social distancing, hand 

sanitizers, disinfecting.) 

Franciscan Holy Hour for World Peace 

at 7:00 pm 

Regular Fraternity Meeting at 8:00 pm: 

Business meeting and Ongoing Formation 

Sharing of favorite St. Francis quote:  

Debbie Watson 

Mass Readings for Sunday, June 6th 

St. Clare Of Assisi, Light from the Cloister,  

Chpt. 6 – San Paolo of the Abbesses 
 

If unable to attend in person, you may join the 

Zoom Holy Hour 7:00-8:00pm 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2lj
VnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09 

(or dial in: +1 346 248 7799) 
Meeting ID: 875 4267 9890 Password: 393520 

NOTE: Since most people are joining in person, and those that 
don’t come in person don’t join via Zoom, the decision was 

made, to simplify logistics, not to include Zoom as an option for 
the Fraternity meeting.  

 

Council Meeting: 
Sunday, June 13th, 7:00 – 9:00pm via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkV
nNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09 

 

The Council animates the Fraternity 

All professed members are welcome to attend 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2ljVnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2ljVnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09
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Franciscan Brothers of Peace News 

• Congratulations to Br James who received his 

Master of Divinity from St John’s University in 

Collegeville! 
 

 
 

• The US consulate in the Philippines has opened 

up. The Brothers’ local lawyer is assisting Br 

Antonio to reapply for a visa. 

• Thanksgiving for the Holy Spirit’s guidance for 

the Brothers’ general chapter and elections on 

the Feast of Pentecost! 

• Br John Mary and Br Pio are reaching out to the 

homeless community in downtown St Paul. 

• A contact of the Brothers is coordinating an 

outreach for a more established homeless camp 

in Minneapolis, inviting the Brothers to team up. 

• Br John Mary and Br Pio delivered a van load of 

3000lbs of meat and excess food to the Rosebud 

reservation in South Dakota which is in great 

need. They met with Fr James Kubicki, SJ at St 

Francis mission. The people were thrilled. There 

may be future trips. 

• Br Pio and Br Didacus took a vanload of food to 

Red River Indian reservation. 

• Br Pio is developing a heart for the Native 

Americans. 
 

******************************** 

Franciscan Brothers of Peace  

YouTube channel. Check it out! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_w

nUiPr12iZGIJA 
 

******************************** 

Apostolates News:  
 

Non-food Items for Homeless Ministry: 

Socks, underwear, hygiene items are needed – bring 

to Queen of Peace Friary. 

 

Lynnhurst Nursing Home:  
 

• Lynnhurst can have visitors again! In person 

visits on the 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30pm have 

resumed! Please consider joining us if you are 

able to. Contact Will if you are interested. 
The Estates at Lynnhurst 

471 W. Lynnhurst Ave, St Paul, MN 55104 

Third Wednesdays: June 16th 6:30pm 

• We are still looking for more members to be pen 

pals for residents. Contact Anne if you are 

interested.  
 

Dollar Store items are needed for Lynnhurst. Please 

consider buying a few items and bringing them to 

the fraternity meeting. Karen Nelson will deliver 

them to the nursing home.  

• Deodorant - men’s and women's         

• Hand lotion, body lotion 

• Disposable razors - men’s and women’s 

• Tooth paste, tooth brushes, dental floss    

• Gloves or mittens 

• Large men’s socks (such as diabetic socks)                

• Word find puzzle books  

• Note cards 

• (Candy is permissible. Chocolate is a favorite!) 

Thank you for your donations! 
 

Little Sisters of the Poor is not yet open for 

visitors. (Will checks in with them regularly.) 
 

Aluminum cans for charity. 

Helen Rush has been collecting aluminum cans for 

years and donates the money to our Fraternity 

causes. Please consider bringing your aluminum 

cans to Helen either at the Fraternity meeting or to 

her home. Thank you, Helen! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
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Franciscan Quote Reflection for the 3/5/21 

Fraternity Meeting by Will Moore 
 

********************** 

BE POOR 

“The brothers must live without anything of 
their own.” So says St. Francis in his Earlier 
Rule. He quotes the gospel which says: 
“Follow the teaching and footprints of Jesus 
who says if you want to become holy sell all 
you have, give it to the poor, deny yourself, 
take up your cross, hate your father, 
mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, 
your life, and come be my disciples. Jesus 
says if you do this for me, you will receive 
eternal life. 

Where does our SFO Rule say to live 
without anything of our own? Article 4 
says: “We are to make Jesus the inspiration 
and center of our life with God and 
people”.  If we are trying our best to follow 
this article, we are gradually moving closer 
to Jesus. Our prayer life and our 
relationship with God revolves around our 
encounters with Jesus. All of our 
relationships with any other people begin 
and end through our relationship with 
Jesus and ideally express his love for his 
children.  

So, all of the things which pass through our 
hands in life belong to Jesus.  They are not 
our own. They belong to those who are in 
need of them for their good. 

Denying myself means that any bodily gifts 
I show are given by Jesus in order to 
express his love to his children. Jesus is 
entirely free to use my body for this good, 
to show his love. All I need do is be open to 
letting him in to act through me.  

My crosses are all of my pains, sufferings, 
sorrows, losses, and griefs which are ever 

present in my life. I am to make Jesus the 
center of all of these difficulties all for the 
love of him and earnestly pray that these 
may help redeem others as Jesus does with 
us. Jesus is not telling us to express malice 
toward our families but first to love them 
for and through the love of Jesus. 

Denying my life is living it primarily as a 
humble servant of Jesus for the sake of 
others. This is the way Secular Franciscans 
may become disciples of Jesus.  This is our 
way of life toward union with the Father. 
This glory is our eternal life.  Centering his 
life in Jesus was full exuberant joy for 
Francis. May we closely follow the 
Poverello and know this fullness of 
happiness. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kindpng.com%2Fimgv%2FTbJowm_transparent-bible-and-cross-clipart-social-stories-for%2F&psig=AOvVaw0qTQzVZ-HyZPlp30eJV06R&ust=1621961127633000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwjYhouY4uLwAhVLLs0KHf90D4QQjRx6BAgAEAc
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May Prayer requests: 

(thanking God ahead of time) 

• That the Lord will call men and women to embrace the 
consecrated life and especially that men will respond to 
the call to embrace the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 

• In thanksgiving for the guidance of the Holy Spirit for 
the Brothers’ Communal Chapter and Elections on 
Pentecost weekend. 

• For blessings on the FBP apostolates and the people 
they serve.  

• For the KaRen youth whom the Brothers are preparing 
for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

• For guidance and provision for Br Antonio in the 
Philippines as he tries again to apply for a visa to 
return to Minnesota. 

 

• For protection for the KaRen community in Burma 
suffering from persecution. 

• For all those suffering from violence in the Holy Land. 

• For all persecuted Christians around the world. 

• For all those suffering from the pandemic around the 
world, especially India. 

• For the conversion of souls and the renewal of our 
lives. 

 

• That the Holy Spirit will continue to guide the Council in 
animating the fraternity. 

• For blessings upon our Candidates and for continued 
provision as they discern their vocation to the Secular 
Franciscan Order. 

• For the needs of all our fraternity members:  

• For protection, strength and healing for who are ill. 

• For those unable to attend our May meeting: Mike 
Bartel, Jeremiah Blume, Janie Carlson, Eugene 
Krentz, Mary Marshall, Scott Rooney, Mike Ross and 
Marty Spicer. 

• For peace for Steve as he entrusts his family into the 
care of the Holy Family. 

• In thanksgiving for Karen’s recovery from Covid. 

• For Marty Madansky as he plans to travel to Nicaragua 
in August. 

• For Marty Spicer so that he can get more organized as 
things settle for him.  

• For continued provision for Chuck Heidtke regarding 
his heart issues. In thanksgiving for his supportive 
friends during difficult times. 

• For Eugene who has been having breathing and heart 
issues. May Our Lady spread her mantel of protection 
upon him, surrounding him with peace and consolation. 

• For continued healing for Debbie; for her neurosurgeon 
to have wisdom to do further surgery if necessary. 

• For continued guidance and provision for John 
Rosensteel in Tennessee.  

 

• For Marty Spicer’s son, that he will grow in faith as he 
considers his future, possibly studying or working in 
Japan. 

• For Steve’s daughter, McKenzie who is scheduled for 
surgery on June 4th. May the angels and saints guide 
all those involved in her care. 

• For Jeremiah’s daughter Clare who is going through a 
difficult time. May the Holy Family embrace Clare and 
strengthen Jeremiah and Nancy during this time.  

• For Bob Brenneman as he has heart complications 
after recovering from Covid earlier in the year. May 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph protect and strengthen Bob’s 
heart. 

• That Will’s nephew, Luke, will continue to maintain 
sobriety. 

• In thanksgiving for those ordained to the Transitional 
Diaconate on May 8th. 

• In thanksgiving for Karen’s daughters who have given 
birth and for her two new grandchildren.  

• For continued protection and provision for Scott’s 
niece, Ferdosi. May our God of mercy and light flood 
her heart and soul with grace, peace and hope. 

• For healing for Chuck’s friend Charlie who is suffering 
from cancer and for Charlie’s family. 

• In thanksgiving for the provision of a double lung 
transplant for Brenda’s brother, Brad. May the soul of 
the organ donor rest in peace. May the family of the 
donor be consoled by the generous gift of life to organ 
recipients. In thanksgiving for Brad’s renewed faith 
during this tough journey. 

• For Brenda who is helping to provide 24-hour care for 
Brad in an apartment near the University hospital.  

• For Jeannie’s friend, Tom, in his final days on hospice, 
being cared for by his sister. 

• For healing for Chuck Heidtke’s friend, Parker, a 4yo 
boy who is very ill. 

• For the spiritual growth and conversion of all the 
doctors on Debbie’s medical team. 

• For Debbie’s family members and for healing of 
relationships 

• For rain in Santa Fe, NM where Debbie’s sister 
Kathleen lives 

• For Debbie’s friends Wayne and June who need 
healing. 

• For the health and well-being of those to whom we 
minister at Lynnhurst nursing home.  

• That the Lord will provide for the spiritual needs of 
patients at the VA Hospital. 

• For those suffering from mental illness and for their 
families. 

• For all those attending the Grief to Grace Retreat in 
June. That they will experience God’s presence in their 
wounds.  

• That the Lord will meet the needs of all our family 
members who have left the Church. That they will 
come to know His love for them. 

• For all our friends and family members for whom we 
have promised to pray. 
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ONGOING FORMATION 

 
ST. CLARE OF ASSISI, Light from the Cloister, 

Chp. 6 – San Paolo of the Abbesses,  

Pg. 68-83. 
 

Study Questions for 6/4/2021, OFS Fraternity 

Meeting 

 

In Chapter 5, in Lent of 1212, Clare (age 18) is of 

age to act on her decision to follow Francis. 

Clare sold her possessions and gave to the poor.  She 

left her nobility, wealth, life of privilege, family, 

friends, her entire world which was Assisi, all she had 

ever known.  She did this to follow Christ as a minor, 

a lesser in poverty and humility of the Franciscan 

Way.  She spent Lent preparing herself spiritually 

through prayer, scripture reading, guidance from 

Francis, support from Bishop Guido and Palm Sunday 

Mass, help from her sister Catherine and friend 

Pacifica. To prevent her family from stopping her, she 

meets in secret at night, on Palm Sunday, with Francis 

and his friars at the Portiuncula to die to self and “flee 

from the world”, to totally commit to the new life she 

had chosen as the bride of Christ, in poverty and 

humility.  Her hair was clipped, head shaved with a 

tonsure, and she donned a veil and simple wool tunic 

with a rope tied around her waist.  She became fully 

and wholly consecrated to God and the first woman 

Franciscan.  But she was still in danger from her 

family coming after her. 

 

In Chapter 6, In the safety and darkness of night, 

Francis helps Clare escape from Assissi,  along the 

Tescio River to the women’s Benedictine Monastery 

of St. Paul of the Handmaidens (San Paolo delle 

Ancelle ).  It is a wealthy monastery of noble women 

(choristae) and servants (conversae).  This was a 

temporary arrangement for Clare, until Francis could 

find a better place for her as a Franciscan woman in 

poverty, since a woman living with his Franciscan 

brothers was not an option in this time period and 

culture.  Clare faced many criticisms, challenges, and 

obstacles from the Abbess Sibilia and other women at 

the monastery, about her choice to become a 

Franciscan, to live in poverty, and to dwell with the 

servant women in the monastery.  This violated all the 

status quo rules of the time for noble women in 

monastic religious life.   

 

1.  Why does Francis flee with Clare to the 

Benedictine Monastery of St. Paul of the 

Handmaidens (San Paulo delle Ancelle), and why this 

particular Monastery? Pg. 68-70, 83.  What was the 

reaction of your family and friends to you becoming a 

Secular Franciscan? 

 

 

 

 

2.  What type of Monastery was San Paulo? What 

kind of women went there, and what were the primary 

function and roles of these nuns there? Pg. 69-71. 

 

 

 

 

3.  What were the criticisms Clare faced concerning 

her choice of clothing and her wish to stay with the 

servants (conversae)?  What was Clare’s response to 

these criticisms? Pg.  71-75. 

 

 

 

 

4.  What was Abbess Sibilia’s definition of religious 

life and relationship to God, versus Clare’s definition 

of religious life as a Franciscan and relationship to 

God as a Franciscan? Pg.76-79. 

 

 

 

 

5.  Why did Abbess Sibilia object to Clare being at the 

Abby and her decision to become Franciscan? What 

were the conditions for letting Clare stay?  Pg. 79-81. 

 

 

 

 

6.  In working and living with the servants 

(conversae), what Scripture and Franciscan teachings 

did Clare share, and what affect did it have the 

servants she lived with? Pg.81-83.     
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ONGOING FORMATION (cont.) 
Mass Readings for Sunday, June 7th 

Sunday of Week 10 in Ordinary Time: 

The Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ 

Reading 1:  Ex 24:3-8 

When Moses came to the people and related all the 

words and ordinances of the LORD, they all 

answered with one voice, "We will do everything 

that the LORD has told us." Moses then wrote down 

all the words of the LORD and, rising early the next 

day, he erected at the foot of the mountain an altar 

and twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Then, having sent certain young men of the 

Israelites to offer holocausts and sacrifice young 

bulls as peace offerings to the LORD, Moses took 

half of the blood and put it in large bowls; the other 

half he splashed on the altar. Taking the book of the 

covenant, he read it aloud to the people, who 

answered, "All that the LORD has said, we will heed 

and do." Then he took the blood and sprinkled it on 

the people, saying, "This is the blood of the 

covenant that the LORD has made with you in 

accordance with all these words of his." 

 

Gospel 

Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 

 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, Jesus’ 

disciples said to him, "Where do you want us to go 

and prepare for you to eat the Passover?" He sent 

two of his disciples and said to them, "Go into the 

city and a man will meet you, carrying a jar of 

water. Follow him. Wherever he enters, say to the 

master of the house, 'The Teacher says, "Where is 

my guest room where I may eat the Passover with 

my disciples?"' Then he will show you a large upper 

room furnished and ready. Make the preparations for 

us there." The disciples then went off, entered the 

city, and found it just as he had told them; and they 

prepared the Passover. While they were eating, he 

took bread, said the blessing, broke it, gave it to 

them, and said, "Take it; this is my body." Then he 

took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, and 

they all drank from it. He said to them, "This is my 

blood of the covenant, which will be shed for many. 

Amen, I say to you, I shall not drink again the fruit of 

the vine until the day when I drink it new in the 

kingdom of God." Then, after singing a hymn, they 

went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Franciscan Gospel Sharing: 

Gaze on Him: 

• Look on the words 

• Read and listen to the Scripture with an open mind 

• Let the words sink into you 

Consider Him: 

• Ponder the words 

• Think about what is being revealed in your heart and 

mind and soul 

Contemplate Him: 

• Weigh the words 

• Decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to the 

words and ponder that article 

Imitate Him: 

• Outpour the words; 

• Take all of this into the world with a concrete action 

which today you state aloud 

 

Gospel Sharing Discussion Questions: 

1. What is happening in today’s gospel? 

2. What is the connection between the Gospel and the 

first reading? 

3. What word or phrase stands out? 

4. How does the Gospel apply to my life? 

5. How does this Gospel relate to our Franciscan Rule? 

6. What can be my action response as an individual? 

7. What can be our action response as a Fraternity? 

 

 
 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/14?12

